
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 In the last five years, Dorset Police has had its budget cut by £19m in real terms by central 
Government and we will continue to be cut by £1m every year for the next three years.  

 In Dorset, around half of the police budget comes from the Government and the rest is 
made up from local Council Tax 

 Residents were asked to give their views on whether they would be prepared to pay an 
additional £3.80 per year to continue supporting policing in Dorset. The survey was 
promoted online and at a series of engagement events which took place across the county. 

 Last year, over 4,000 residents responded to the consultation with 82% supporting a rise of 
£3.74 for the year, based on a band D household.  

 Without last year’s precept rise, the Force would have had to lose 23 operational police 
officers and seven police staff dedicated to frontline operational support  
 

The money raised from last year’s rise has:  

 Employed extra investigators dedicated to investigating child abuse and 
protecting vulnerable children and adults 

 Created a Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub with partners such as councils and 
the NHS, to increase joined up approaches to protecting vulnerable people 

 Increased the number of officers within the cybercrime intelligence and 
investigation team, and enhanced the software available to them to identify 
sexual and violent offenders 

 Recruited of a dedicated cyber-crime prevention officer to educate businesses 
and residents on staying safe online 

 Redesigned the Dorset Police website to make it easier to access information 
and report crime online, providing both increased flexibility for the public and 
structured information to enhance its use in the investigative process.  
 

If the police precept is raised for the 2017/18 financial year, this would be invested in:  

 Enabling the Force to invest more resources in tackling emerging and complex areas 
of crime, such as adult vulnerability 

 Funding improvements to the way the Force investigates volume crime through the 
introduction of a dedicated resolution team 

 Making it easier for residents to discuss their views with local officers, via better use 
of online technology 

 
 
 
 
 

POLICING COUNCIL TAX CONSULTATION 2017/18 

BACKGROUND  



 

 

 
 
 
We received a total of 4,485 
responses to the online consultation.  
This is 8.5% higher than our response 
rate last year.  
 
80% of respondents said ‘Yes’ when 
asked if they were prepared to pay an 
additional £3.80 per year to enable 
Dorset Police to invest in protecting 
adults at risk of harm, improving 
volume crime capability and 
embracing new technology. 
 
Results by area 

 

Local Authority Number of Responses Percentage of all Responses 

Bournemouth 788 17.57 

Christchurch 243 5.42 

East Dorset 710 15.83 

North Dorset 485 10.81 

Poole 800 17.84 

Purbeck 313 6.98 

West Dorset 715 15.94 

Weymouth & Portland 404 9.01 

Second Home 16 0.36 

Working Away 11 0.25 

TOTAL 4,485 100% 

 
Local Authority No (%) Yes (%) 

Bournemouth 17.26 82.74 

Christchurch 19.75 80.25 

East Dorset 18.17 81.83 

North Dorset 21.44 78.56 

Poole 17.13 82.88 

Purbeck 23.32 76.68 

West Dorset 22.94 77.06 

Weymouth & Portland 27.72 72.28 

Second Home 6.25 93.75 

Working Away 36.36 63.64 

PAN DORSET 20.25 79.75 

 
The Commissioner will consider this feedback from residents and take a precept decision to the Police and 
Crime Panel on 3 February 2017 to hear their views.   

 

RESULTS 


